
D"cUlbu 2006 Normo C, Wilson, editor 

The Meeting of Earth and Sky 
JIm Helsi!lger 

In 1804 members of th" Lewis and Clork expedItion began their walk to Spirit Mound of the 
confluence of The VermiJlion River with the Missouri , A sign marking the site of the 1804 confluence has 
been placed," Cotton Pork. The Trust thanks Tim Cowman (South Dakota GeologIcal SUI"Vey) and Ncncy 
Corlsen (Sierro Club) for their work In the desIgn ond development of the sign, a sTunni"9, colorful and 
scholarly explonotion of the wanderings of the expedItion members and the meandering of the mighty 
MIssouri. You con see italong the bicycle troil near the Cotton Pork parking lo t. 

Change has been a facet of both the noturol environmenT and our human references To If In Spirit 
Mound Territory. You will notice on t he new sign that Lewis and Clark called the Vermillion River the 
Whitestone R,ver ond 0150 Whitestone Creek in their journal entries of AlJ9ust 24 and 25, 1804. When they 
ret urned on Sept ember 3, 1806, a journal e nt ry ref erred to t he river as t he Red St one and entered t he 
IndIan name Wo 5e S ho (red paint ); the river was given both names Vermil ion and Wasshesho by Nicolet 
before it was designa t ed the Vermillion. In the grt~ot flood of 1881 t he MiSSOUri River moved south three 
miles. 

During the past year explorers from near and for continued to visit the Mound. IkJny came for the 
f,rst tlll\e--Some from distant staTes, others from our ownorw. Some were interested 11\ bird, insect andlor 
plant idenTlflcotlon, or h,staryappreclatian. Otkers were seeking a quiet Spiritual ploce to conTemplaTe their 
un Iverse. As the proirie ecosystem is restored it will be easier to see this glaCIal formation as Tke place 
where the pkysiOlI meets The spiritual world and the present meeTS tke past. Thanks TO Mork WeTmore for 
producing the new logo. Like Spirit Mound, ,t SIgnals tne mteting of earth and sky. 

The summer of 2006 was beautiful at the Mound: and with the coming years . as the prairie becomes 
Increasi"9ly more diverSified, it willgrodually become even mor e spectacular. Los t summer we ploced signs 
identifying 26 species of plants. Ne xt summer we ""ill add ano ther dozen botanical labels. We hove not 
forgotte~ that rocks and to pographic feat ures explain some of t he mysteries of t he Mt ural hist ory of Spirit 
Mound. Therefore, some of our signs desCribe t he role of the most recent glacier in sculpting the mound and 
depositing rocks nwr the summit . 

Witk funding from 0 Nationol Pork Service Ckallenge Grant, the Trust hired prairie restoration 
speclolist 9111 Wkltney of Proirle Plains Resource InsTjTute in Auroro, Nebraska to design a management plan 
to help us ochieve our long-term gool of a highly diversified prairie. The plan will include a vision for the 
restored ecosystem and its components: native plants and invertebroteond vertebrate animals. Most of the 
restored species were fami liar to NatIve American occuponT5 of The landscape at the tIme of the lewis and 
Clark expeditIon. 

The board is plwsed to announce the addition of two new members, Dionne Blankenship and Karen 
Olmstead. Dianne has long been an ou t st andi"9 praide ent husiast in Sioux City, Iowo. Her experiences will be 
a strong asset for t he board wken making decisions about maMgement cnd species diversity. 

Cont inued on page two 
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Along wit h many other prair ie ac tivities, she serves on the Campaign Cabinet a t the Dorothy Pecaut Nature 
Center: is Coor dinator of the l oess Hills Prairie Seminar, an annual weekend event which attracts about 300 
people: and is Co-Chair of t he 2007 I owa Prairie Conf erence. Karen Olmstead, an ecologist, has also joined the 
board. She obtained grant s and contracts leading t o a three-year ecological study of Spirit Mound. The 
info rma t ion f rom t his study is serving as a guide for the development of our emerging management plan. Koren 
is Dean of Graduate Studies at t he Univers ity of South Dakota. 

In February our web page should be operat ional t honks to Vermilli on va lunteer. Rochelle Pfeif er. 

A Glacial Erratic 
Mark Wetmore 

In 2006, t he Trus t moun t ed a sign beside a glacia l erratic boulder an Spirit Mound. This is the text of 
t hesign: 

Th is boulder is an example of stones carr ied her e f rom much farther north by t he last glacier. about 
13.000 years ago, Geologis t s cal l t hem glacial errot ics and use them to indicate patterns of ice flow. This one 
is grani t e. which originated in Minnesota or Canada, The smaller erra t ic just up the slope is Sioux Quartz it e 
from the Spencer. South Dakotaarea. The granit e is probably two TO three bi ll ion years old and the quartzi t e 
1.7 billion. Thegray-greengrowth on the boulder is lichen. a composi t e organism made up of fungus and algae. 

As a hugestone is sometimes seen to lie 

Couched on t he bald top of an eminence; 
Wonder to all who do t h.e same espy, 
By what meorlS it could t hither come , and whence; 
So that it seemso thing endued wit h sense: 
Like a Sea-beast crawled for t h, that ana shelf 
Of rock or sand reposeth, t here to sun itself . 

Wil liam Wordsworth. from The Leech Gatherer , 1807 

Spirit Mound Prairie Restoration 
Dionne Blankenship 

Bill Whitney of Aurora, Nebraska and his wife, Jan. f ounded Prairie Plains Resource Insti t ute (PPRI). 
Dedicat ed to high-dive rsity plantin<js using local ecotype seed. PPRI has planted prairies in Nebras ka, 
managed natura l habitat, published research , and provided educational programs. The PPRI land t rust owns 
and conserves over 5,000 acres in Nebraska, PPRI is noted for its success in bui lding co llaborative working 
partnerships , 

PPRI" s nearest work is a t Ponca State Park where they plan t ed a large prairie area adjacent t a the 
river. Other nearby prajects include managing a large natura l area near Albion. Nebraska. and ownership of a 
native prair ie with adjacent reconst ructed prair ie near Clarkson. Nebraska, 
Spirit Mound Trus t Board members anticipat e t hat Bil l will creat e a plan that will increase species divers ity . 
he lp eradicate invas ive species. and establish management guidelines for the multip le areas with in the Si t e. 
Since educat ion has been a signif icant component of PPRI' s work, Bill wil l include suggest ions for educat ional 
event s and outreoch_ 



Observing the Changing Prairie 
Brion T. Hallett 

I grew up taking regular summer camping trips wi t h my father, (I high school biology teae!'er who 
usually t raveled well beyond our flame base in western New York State. One of my goals as a collegl'. 
professor is to become better acquaint ed with North American ecosystems A summer camping trip 
provides 01\ ex cellent met hod bywhich t his con bedone. Thus the family tradi t ion cont inues. 

Genera lly I con get a good fland le on a region af t er spending a few doys exploring it. Pr<lir ies. oltflougfl 
not inscrutable , resist quick acquaint ance. In fact I hardly knew where to begin before I began teaching at 
Brior Cliff. Fort unat ely t he Sioux City Prair ie,a 150-acre Nature Conservancy preserve,lies adjacent to t he 
Briar Cliff Collegecompus. 

While spending a summer exploring t he Sioux City Prairie, I discovered t hot prairies regularly change 
in appearance aft er a few weeks. The co llection of wildflowers and dominant grasses at tne end of tne 
summer is qui t e different from that at beginning of tne season. Thus my informal approacn to learning about 
ecosystems would not work witn prairies. especia ll y if I were to visit only once du ring t ne summer. After a 
few years, I observed that tne basic progression was t he same. but from year to year (usually as a response 
to t ne season's ra infall) t he relative abundance of some plants varied. In dry years tnere's a marked 
difference compared to wetter ones. Thus, to rea lly know a prairie, I had to both observe it over ellen entire 
season and also spend t he various seasons witn it, Nevertneless in the end, wi t n t his approacn I'd be 
fami liar witn only one prairie, Tne next step in my prairie education was to visit otner prairies,so that I could 
get a brooder concept of prair ie ecosyst ems 

The ease of visi t ing Spirit Mound makes it an excellent place to begin (or even continue) one' s prair ie 
adventures. Here, summer t ravelers f ar away from tneir nome bases can catch a glimpse of t he landscape 
from a time wnen prairies were dominant 

Our Best Wishes to Another Visitor, Senator Johnson 
On a warm afternoon. t his post elect ion day, November 7tn, three 

long-term sup porters of Spirit Mound were return ing from the summit 
when t hey noticed a lone wolker comi ng up the t rail, no t the usua l vis itor 
because he stopped to carefully reod eacn sign. U. S. Senator Tim J onnsan 
hod returned to Vermillion to vo t e and stopped at the Mound on !,is way t o 
visit family graves near Centerville. He hadn 't seen the Mound s ince tne 
2001 check-presentation ceremony, and he was tremendously pleased with 
the progress since then. 

As this newsletter goes to press, Senator Johnson is recovering 
from surgery performed at George Wash ingt on Hospit al in Wasnington, 
DC, 011 December 13th, Senator J onnson li~ed near Spirit Mound as 0. child, 
His work was ins t rumental il1 the public acquisi tion of t he land surrounding 
the Si t e We are graTeful to him for his exemplary service to our 
community, stote and nation. We extend our bes t wishes to Senator 
Johnsonand his family. and we wish him a speedy recovery, 

Active Members of t he Spirit Mound Board of Directors: Dionne 
Blankenship, Wayne Evans , Bil l Farber, Brian Hazlet , Jim Heisinger, Koren 
Olmstead, JimPeterson, Ron Thaden, Mark WeTmoreond Norma Wilson, 

,----------, 
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Senator Johnson M Spir iT Moond 



SQCQ9QWeQ Visits Spirit Mound 
Mark WUIl'lO/"~ 

Sacogowea visited Spirot Mound for t he first t'me on August 30, 2006. Or at leas t her sculpturol 
representation did. Sculptor C .... . (Carol Ann) Grenell! followed the lewis and Clark re-ellQctors down the 
Mlssour, this summer, towing her "Sacajawea Arduous Journey" statue, mounted on 0 flat-bed troiler. Copies 
of the nine olld 0. hoJ f~foot tall bronze statue on installed 01 the Grwt Falls, MontoM airport and on the 
campus of Lewis & Clark Stot t Colhtgl! In Lewist on. Idoho. 

At least we tkirlk th is is the f irs t t ime Sacog<lweo visited Spir-i t Mound. 

In spite of the YOIlkt on Chamber of Commerce's bIllboards, she didn" mut the expedition until they 
were in their winter quarters at Fort Mandan in 1804. But she did trovel10 St.louis with her husband aoo son 
on about 1809 and return north on 1811. (See "Ft. Manuel: Its Historic Significance- by Irving W. Anderson in 
the SprIng 1976, South Dakota HISTory Quarterly.) It's inTeresting to th ink that she may have (IT least 
heard the story of the mound os she passed t he ar£O, though it 's unlikely thaT she wos able to visit it. 
Sacagoweo died ot Ft . Monuel in today' s South Dakoto on December 20. 1812 . The clerk a t tne for t noted in 
his journal that "sne wos 0 good ond tne best Womon in t he fort ,ageabT 25yeors s ne left 0 fine infont girl: 


