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R~storing our Notiv~ Proil"i~ 
J,m He,s'ngu 

You mcIy have been surpr,s~d Ih ,s past summer 10 see horsu gr02'ng along Sp.r'1 Mound Creek. This is ane of many 
'Mlhoos b~."9 Ir,ed 10 cMlrolllOn-no""e plonls and rromol~ Ih~ rUlarnt 'an of ""I,ve pra ,r'e spec 'u B,II Wh,tn~y 
of Pra'rl~ Plo,ns Ruorrc~ tnst,lutt compl~l~d a mcI""gtmVIl pion du'gned 10 htlp uS achteve our long lerm goal of 
a h'ghly-d,vuslf,ed pra",t;. Tht; pion. ftnanced by Tnr$1 fLinds ond a NoI,onal Pork Serv,ce gra'l1. calls for more 
oggrus,ve ut,hzol ,on of nolore'S pra,r'e "",InIUlOtlct; forces. groz,"9 and frr~ Expect more srrpr'ses os Iht; pion '" 
'mplCJI\UIled drr,"9 2008 

The mon<IgemMT pion ... ,11 suv~ only as a draf I do<;ument and ... ,11 ContInue; 10 t;vol"" o.s ...,forueCll eI'lt'IQtlC. 
b,olog,,:ol and soc'ol forces 0I"'5e and os our mVII~ vcpress Ihe,r hopes and ,d~s for Ih ~ full ... e Onr; odd,I,"'" 10 
I h~ pion,s 10 ma""ge slt'lQll paru of 'h~ park 05 rdugu for sptcool,zed prolr,e bull ed I,u These artoS m'ghl bt; 
spared from f,re. The undu,rabl~ plants m'ghl be contro lled by I'gh l gr<w"9 and Ihe c"rdul spal opplrCOI,on of 
herb ,c,du Pro lr,e and butterfly ClIlhus lost s AM and ScolT Swengel. b,olog'sts from Borobao, WisconSIn. h4vt 

generDIJSIy "ffued to adv<sf. us Or! our d~orts t o Irltrto$l:. wlrl9f.d bt.OiJ'Iy at the ma...-.d Dur<"9 the coml"9 yea<" I 
hope 10 hwr fram our membush,p abOUI ... hel you wonl 10 In 01 Splr,t Mound Also plwn conlaet me 01 
If>.. . '!\Q\!'usd ed~ wtlen you obsuve 01\ I.O'IUsuoJ or rnluesl,"9 plonl . b,rd or 'r!seel Ih~re 01 our sp""ool plcKe 

Obs~rvQtior!s ot Spirit Mound 
Ron Thoden 

Sp,r'l Mound os ollrocl 'ng a good number of v'S,lors Wt do nol nove (lr1 ulimale of Ihe number who vls' llhe 
Mound. vccepl for Ihe 1",f1" meIer across Ihe toSI dr,veway Summer v~h,cle numbers heve be ..... rang'ng from 
550·150 ptr monlh The early sprr"9 c>nd Iole fall nllmbus ore '" Ihe 250-350 "'''9'- The meter ,$ read tht; f,rst 
of each monlh and resel for Ihe nvct monlh. Som~ cars IUIler orId C>lII Ihe east droveway, so are recorded I ... ,u 
8tJsu br,"9 mary more VISItorS lher! are ulllnled by Ihe melu Olhu ways of "",",Ior'ng " 'S,lors ore by coo..>l,"9 
Ihe numbu of ,nfor"",hon brochures laktn OVU I,me or Ih numbu of cars 'r! Ihe perk'ng 101 on cerlo,n cloys 
Most pt;oplc. VIS,I on .. nkends Ihe le.oSl on Mondays 

Those who v,srl may sn ptopl~ work'ng al l he Mound 10 ..",u,uroge Ih~ rent; .. al o f 115 nat ,ve grosses and 
forbs For sevtral yeors we hove been Iry<ng t o re-ulabllsh not ,ve vegelol,on on IhE orw lmmed,el(ly eaSl of Ih~ 
Mound Th,s arto waS where Ihe fndlot ond formslead w ~r~ localw prior t o 2001 F<rsl we rlP.llO""l~d Ihe arto 
by r emovIng buddlngs, Irees onod CVllenl and by l~v~h"9 pllu of manore AlthaU9n Ih,s enllre area waS snded w,lh 
o m,j( of grosses ood forbs ,1'1 Iht; spr'ng of 2002 f~ ... of Ihe suds gumtnal~d on l003 and l004 The orea wes 
d'pped ea.ch year 10 coolral w~eds 

50,1 teslS Ind,caled hogh I~veb; of rtulr'MfS lhol are nol condue,ve 10 rw;tllv~ plonl growth Ear", on lOO5 WI; 

set;ded Ih,s .... ea WIth alfalfa os 0 vEgelol,,,,, means of re.mov'''9 some of Ihe vccess nul ... enlS The alfalfa was 
hot'vuled 'r! 2006 OIId 2007 The O1"W was thM sproyed TO k,lIlh alfalfa on prq>Ol"Ol,on for reseed,"9 The 



seed,,,!! waS Gampleled OGlober 29'" We plaMed Ihe or'9,nal m, )( of nal,ve grosses and forbs on aboUI 16 acres 
Unlike prev,ou. seed'ng allempl., the area wos pachd prior to and /ollow",g Ihe seed'"9 We w,1 1 observe Ihe 
resu lt. ne)(t spr'ng 

Early Ia.t spr ,"9 the Sp,r,T M""nd T ruSI Boord dec,ded t o Iry ,ntens,ve groz,"9, as on all ernal e opprooGh 
1 0 burn,ng, to depress the growt h of brome grass and othu ,ntroduced speCIes ... s a result, pl(lr1s were made to 
gra1e some 0/ the unseeded orca. whue The cool season grosses were growIng 

Two ,nd,v,duols responded 10 our published adverllsement s, one w"h horses. and the other w,lh (ollie . The 
cottle owner dec ,ded Ihol the areaS 10 be grazed were nol large I')1o"9h for h,s herd The horse owner, who loves 
adjacent to the property, deCIded to gro1e the oreO The f,,,e horses used in th,s project were allowed to graze 
oreos olcmg the creek, os 10"9 os Ihere waS suffoc'enl water The owner agreed to fence Ihe orea wllh ele( t roc 
fences and look after the horses whIch were coof'ned to a 2 .5· 3 acre area unl,1 I hal area was grazed ,ntenSlvely. 
then moved , The forst are<! wos gra2ed from June 1-15, the second, from the 15'" Ihrough July 5,ond Ihe third, 
from July IB· ... ugusi 11. Each ar"" waS clopped ofter the horsu were moved, The resulls of th .. troal 1'1011 nol be 
observed unt,1 ne~1 sprong Probably a belter I'me to slort grazIng wou ld be May 1 

In 2007 all our plans for burn'ng were fo,led by t.<1faliorable weather cond,t,ons Lasl spr 'ng we hod 
planned 10 burn 40 acreS ,n Ihe soulhweSI corner Isolat'on slr,ps were cut 'n m,d -Moy , and t he burn wos planned 
f or lat e May Each I'me 0 burn waS scheduled. a ra,n the prev,ous day caused Ihe v"9clal lon to be 100 damp for 
carry'ng a fire. Mler mId-June, We gove "" the plan 

We Ihen made p ions for a fall burn 10 loke place 'n i<:lle October, The area to be burned wes the who le 
west ho lf of Ihe Mound "'go'n , weather (ond,l,ons I,m ,ted opportuno t ,es We Md good ra ,,,s ,n late Seplember, 
and the wealher stayed worm enough to prevenl a k,II ,"9 frost ""tIl early November 50 for , we have no pions foro 

"pro"9 burn 'n 2008 
Each Summer has produced a d ,fferenl var,et y of grass and forb growth ,n many are<!s of the Mot.<1d . Th,. 

os to be expect ed, due to varoed w"" t her cond,t,oos Species are oppear,"9 in areas where I hove not seen them 
before. I th'nk thot a ll specIes I hol were planted are grow'ng somewhere on Ihe s,te, e,lher spread'ng or Ink ,"9 
longer to esMblosn , ~ cerl'M liteM I hove found but led ~ m,lkwttd ,~ more are<!s over the years. r hove M t 
found porcup 'ne gross , but lho t gross waS Mnd seeded separat ely on mnflned ar""s, I suspect thol someday tMI 
gross 1'1,11 lake ho ld On t he e<!SI s lope of Ihe mound where a number of spec'es were planTed oS plugs, more of t he 
planted /orbs ore appearing e<!ch yeer However, ,t Is hard to deterl"'ne whether Some of the forbs resulted from 
plugs or were already grow'ng there. 

'-'Iong wllh the desired ",'we ""getat,on growt h have come some thlStlf,S Canad,an th"tles ore be'ng 
controlled usong Transl,ne herb'Clde, Th,s chem,ea l 's up to 90% effeclwe w,lh one Oppllcal'on In roddlng the area 
of th,s pereM'o l Some Thistle ~tchu were noT spotted unl,llhey were bloom'ng. These or",," were clopped , and 
the re·growlh wos sprayed 'n September ... s the ..,t,ve plant s establosh themselves , Ihere shou ld be fewer 
pereM,al weeds , 

Aus t in Element ar-y First Graders Walk Up the Mound 
Mary Lou Moofore 

May 25, 2007, dawned brog~t and clear, olong wllh a perfect temperalure ond jYst enough breeze to keep 
the 'nsects 01 bay. Th,s made for a fun·f ol led three ~our5 as opprox,malely 114 Fors t Grode students from Austtn 
Elementary School tn VermIllion, along wII~ t heor classroom teachers and vo lunteer chaperones, boorded schoo l 
buses for a FIeld Tr,p 10 Sp.r,t Mound. Everyoo( enjoyed a picn,c lunch under the trees near Ihe park'ng 101 afTer 
wh'ch 011 of Ihe students l,st<Uled 'nlent ly oS r 9<'V( a sho r l background speech on the h,slory of Sp,rit Mound and 
how ,T come 10 be a histor ical landmark 

Fo ll ow,ng the speech, we F,rst Grode leachers led 0"'- s l udenis on the walk 10 the top of the Mound , and 
e<!ch class posed for a photograph. On the welk to the t Of>, we were able t o 'ee several species of birds, InSects , 
ond Some flowers ,n blccm Th,s woso first'l,me experience for many of Ihe forst graders , oS well as seliera l of 
Ihc teachers and ehnperonu 



II "'Os qu"" " s'9hl '" In Ih" lang I,,,,, of d"'dren lravus,"9 ,",, ~Ih 10 1he tOP-'" foCI on II,,, way dowoo. I """ 
a 9enll"mon ol\Cl "'5 w,f" who w","" trav"I"'9 
from M,ss""'" (The 9e11"elOOlI W<lS r,d,"9 h,s 
b'ke 10 follow H,,, Le w,s c.nd Clark Trod ond 1, '5 
w,fe wc.s fo llow"'91n Ih" ·plck·up veh'c le "). I 
,"lr<><luced mysell , oI\CIlhe 9enllUI'ICn so,d, • I 
hecrd c.boul Ih" iegel\d of Ih" h ll~ dr;",ls who 
were so,d TO ....... " ,nhob,,1td Sp,r,' MOUIId bul I 

never 'rnog'fIitd lhal I w<>uld s"" -114 I,nl" 
d"vois' 01"1 Ih" pol"" W" oligO' " chuckl" over 

I""t 
Upon r,,"ch'ng Ih" k,osk ", I h" bollam 

01 II,,, Mound. w" 0"'" 090-'" had OUr p,"urltS 
lokell W" "II agr""d I hal " waS a perf"c! end 
10 our school ytm" ond 0 I,m" 10 remvnw for all W" hop" 10 lOOk" IhlS on onnu;Il uper''''''' '' for 0 ... F ,nl Grad" 
Slue/eIIlS-fIOl O<lly d,d ".U),OIle hav" 0 wonderful I ,me. bul Iht:y I"",....,d a b" mor" c.boul Oil ''''1''''"' 0111 po" of 
h,slory f or our lown. CO,,"Iy, SIal " . oI\CI 'IQ 'I<)II 

From the Mound to Mexico on Gossamer Wings 
Mark W"'mar,, 

Ullhk" ,n m .... " r"Celll years. Parks D,v'5,on no" .. ,,1051 J ody Mools" I,rsl Sp'r, ' Mound monorch bull erlly '''99'ng 
ItVell' Qr1 Seplvnber 12, 2003. w<>s poorf,' ottended; only herself, her small ooughl"r McKf'.IIfIIl ond I were Ih"re 
Bul Jody r"cwlly learned thol on" of Ihe m,,'lQrchs th"y ' ''99"d l hat ev"n,,'9 wos recov"r ed U,, 6 m,11tS o""'y . In EI 
RosariO. Mu,eo. So" months Ioler The phalo! show lady ."Ieaslng t h" t"99"d buiterHy 01 Ihe be9,nnl,,!/ 01 ,Is 

long ft'9hl 

Photos by Mark WeImar" 

An Architect's View on Historic Prairie 
Tc.m Reasoner 

DUring Ih" Fall SemltSler of 2006 . I lought 0 cour." enl, 'led ARCHITECTURES ·· Th" Burl' cnVlrMm"nTS In Ihe 
Inl udlscopl lllQl')' Educal'on and " cl'on Program {IdE")ol The U"lVuslly of Soulh !)akol ". My 51udenlS CII\d I 
surveyed Ihe h'Slory . Iht:ory and dltS,9" of bu,1t en"'r~ls··urbon. suburban ond ,."....1. ,,",,4m,","9 theor 
suSI4'l\(Ib,hTy w'lhon Ih" shodo .. s of Ioomong """,rOl1ll'lelllol ehallengu One. oU'9nmetll ....,. meanl 10 faSTer "n 



awc.rV\f.U and appr~C'Ollon of I(lrlds(ap~ dUlgn and Invaived <l fIeld Ir'p la Sp,r,1 MOU'Id followed by <l sllarl essoy 
osslgllmelll 

I e><plolll~d 10 III" Sl ud£llls IIIaI evUl Ihougllll'$ 0 nal .... al phUl<>mcn<>n, I hl$ h,nor,t $lle ond pra,rl" 1$ parI 
of our buIll £Ilv,ronrn£lll Its hlSlory IIo.s t..,£11 desIgned ond orclleslralw Th",r a5$Ignmer'l1 WIll 10 descrIbe a .... ,I 
10 Splnl Mound. nol JUSI OS a coll«llon of foclS 01'1 fl.".." fa",,", arid lI,sl ory: bul as a J-y of d,sca"uy 
Slud£lllS wU" 10 orrang" III", r own Irlps up Hlghwoy 1'1 and one" 11Iue:, 10 walk lhe lrall 

The,r Inll",1 wrlll.", responses 10 Ih~ v£lll .... e l"OIl9"d from a gaod hlk" 10 naSC£Il1 IlIouglllS 01'1 Ihe r ..... , es 
one! "'~ws UlCoun l er~d ol<lt'lg Ih~ woy W,lh a II'de of Ihe )-/ISlor,c Pra,r'~ sI t e from the bro,lIur~ os a background 
we r~l ra,td O\lf' VI$IIS 01 a SU(cess,on of e"perlencef from arrIva l 01 Ille base of t he MOXInd wllue 1'1" Jo,n"d Ihe 
Corp of D,sco"ery 10 Ihe f,nal osc.",' of Ille nart h foc~ when Ille hor ,zon burst forth 10 rem Ind uS 11Ia11'l" are part 
of 0 muth Io:Irgu h,nory <lnd world. Dur 'ng t he protess'on, we IIOI000Jy saw th ,s land Illrough t ilt eyes of LeWIS and 
Clo:Irk, and Nal.ve AmerICans: but also Ih rough Ihe lensu of geologisl s, bolan,s t s and (ulllll"<l l h'510r,ans 

Departll'l9 f rom Ih~ Irol lhead kIosk end Sll~ <lmen,r,es. w" followed Ih~ meonderol'l9 pal ll ,nto t he dUlSe, 
reslar~d pro,"le , wher~ on~ IS lasl ,n Ille l'mel~S$nus of a vesll,!'al ecoSY51~m and Ihe p~opl~ l hool klSI ,nfmblled 
,I W~ emuged on Ih" weslern slope of Ih~ MoUlld slIeltered from I he hIghways of progress 10 ""Joy Ihe quoel 
..,lI lude of MIddle AmU't<l Conl"'I\I11\9 our clomb, w~ .",tOUlllued Ihe expo""d fOI6lOOI,OI'Is of our quul ond 
rnon~led 01 Ih,s g«lloglt deconslrucllon bdore we unbark~d on Ih~ Iosl leg of our JourMy 

From Ihe SUI ..... "I , Ih" sc~mlngJy endlus IlarllonS SUt'round~d orId b~ckaned uS back and forlll across I he 
oges ,n a myrlCld of r~IaI'OM Togethu, on Ihls Jo .... ney back ,n II"'" and place , we redlstovued nol only on 
v"SIIl\9londmark, but a s.",se of Ihe SC~ of h'Slor' , chorlses "5 e<>eh refleCltd on our uporal~ Journeys 

On the Trail af Lewis and Clark 
Norroo W,lson 

TIle follo""ng Image rece ..... d fro m MClrk Wf'.Imore plqyed my CU rl os, t y I (ailed Tn" SherIff's D ... por lmf'.l\l and 
lolked ",I '~ Ch,d Depuly Jeroml Wu l , who lold me 1IIal llle CI"y Counly and Vermdllon 10:11'1 .",fo"emellt offlCU's 
llav ... war .. Ihe poTCh on Iheor sleeveJ for Ille post four yf'.Ors In 2002 Ihey wer~ look,1'I9 for on '''''''9£ 10 symbohn 
Ihe <lrC(! I hey Serv~ 0I'Id d",clded "'" Ihe L~w's and Clark T ro,I , SInce 11101 ,$ t ll"or palrol Mark Lodu 0I'Id olhErs 
calM up ...,Ih Ike deJlgn. whIch con be found on Ille Deport ment's web.,le , •. .." , ("'r,he, Iff ~I ~ TM 1090 lias 0150 
bE£Il placed on Ih ... doors of Ih ... VUmlll,Dn Pol'ce 0I'Id Cloy County Shulff's palrol COl'S Nollce Spor,1 Mound al Ihe 
Cf'.l\IU. framed by Ihe "","Ih orId sky 

Spirit Maund Tr-ust Boo.rd of Directors 

T,m Cow,""", IS Ih~ maSI r e,.",1 <ldd.l ,on 10 Ihe 80ar d of Ih ... Sp'rll Mound TrllSl T,m IS Ille new Director 01 Ihe 
MISS""'" Rlvtl' Insl,lule. and " Iong· llm ... cmp l"Ye.~ of lilt .5outh D<li<ol" GeologIcal Survey He brong$ 10 Ihe board 
much needed skolls III GeographIC Il1forroollol'l Syslems (GI S) and dlgll'" mapp'ng Of ~UCll lmporl"",e.$ hIS love 

of ""'I .... e. 
Olhu Boord IMmbus are J<lmc.$ He"'I\9u. Pru,d."" , Mark Welmore, Voce Pru,dtnl '" Trwsuru, 

Norma W, lson, Ron 'Thad£ll, 8rlM Hazlett. DKlMt. 8lo1\kf'.l\sh,p, KGrf'.l\ Olmstead. J ,m P~tU's"", and Wl;1(nt ElI'(I(ls 


