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My Trail through Time
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The Sioux moved o reservations in 1859
pomestead at the maund was in 1868, At the footbriage | saw
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This deduclion was Drotably based on the large stones
they found onthe mound and upan chalk owtcroppings. The
two erratics along the trall are very large and would have
been easily wewed by members of the expediticn
A little farther up the trail | reached my objective, A man
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Cantinued from page one My Trail Through Time

into eastern and western landmeasses. About 65 million years
390 a death-dealing astercid crashed into the canh and cbiit-
erated the mega fauna. On the western boundary of the sea
movement of tectonic plates caused the formation of the Recky
Mountains which eroded as they formed, filling in the sea
with sediment which covered the Niobrara ¢ halk

| was pleased t0 have traveled through 65 million years in

one afternoon on the Spirit Mound Trall Suddenly | realized
it was grovang dark | did nat have a light on my bicycle, and
the moths had not yet arrived. Like Lewis and Clark | falled to
see the little spirits. | needed to leave, but | knew they would
be there Perhaps next summer you will come on a late Au-
gust afterncon, St on the bench, and observe the speedy
winged spirits feeding on the spectacular flowers of the ten
pctaled mentacha

INSECT SURVEY

By Mok SRetomn

This year the Trust bured a consultant, Denmes Skadsen
from Grenwilie, 5D to do a tworycar survey of Insect specses on
the site, wath an emphasic on prainc speced  He has done
similar projects for the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
Lepartment and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
AR IS ELirrently averseeing a project 1o restore native taligrass
prafric at Harttord Beach State Park and Pickerel Lake State
Recreation Area where populations of the rare Dakota skip
per butterfly are found

The work belps pursue a long-term goal of increasng

spoecies diversity by partially managing the site for natnee peai
tle insects. 1wl tell us what 1§ present and what could be
cxpected to be there, and explain whal 1hd imphis for future
site management

We also hope 10 prepare a seasonal chronology of Spirit
Mol sorwisitors Can know Wihat 1o waldh for at any ime of
the year, whether it blooming. fiying. biling nesting, megrat
ing or going 1o seed. A benter understanaing of prominent
Insect species will help us in this effon

Unfartunately this was a poor year for the survey A

Lolel, very wert spning delayed or reduced insect populations
and the weather interfered with Mr. Skadien & work sched-
ule. He was only abie to visit the mound once, and that day
was cold and ramy . He will write a 2008 intenm report based

on nis mitial impressions of the site and return for mare survey
work in 2009

Mr. Skadsen has been employed by the Ray Conserva
tion District for fifteen years. He 15 project coordinator for the
Mortheast Glacial Lakes Watershed Improvement and Protec-
von Project lncated in Day. Marshall, and Raberts Counties.




Restoring Diversity
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| have been enthusiastic about prairies and native
plants for decades. so when | visit Spri Mound. my fotus i
on the plants, | enjoy the original prairic area with iy
native plants that struggled 1o hoid on while all thosc
nearby were extirpated . | notice those that have been re
gstablished at the mound. Imagine how beautiful the
mound was when Lowils and Clark visited it aver two cen
turies ogal

Restoration of prarie s a challenge. While the mound
wias planted with a varicty of specics, same were more
successful than others and Lome scem (O Rave produced
nNo plants at Al 11 i now bme o cyaluate the ule with the
fenilen of ing resing the diver sy

In 2007 Bill Whitney of Prairie Plyins Resource Inst
lute, made recommendations regarding management
For s report | put together the specices st of plants o i
maund, and | created alist of species ~that could appropt
ately be reintroduced. Brian Haziert and | rated the plants

This year 1 am paying specal attenbon to “Lewis and
CLEFK plants” that were elthor collected oF writton atsout in
thei journals, Some were foca plants that were lTaunad
near Vermithon, 1in either South Dakota or nearty Ne
braska, and many plants were found anywnere from hMis
Lour te Montana but are natve o the YVermillion area

Plants folkowed by two astersks means they are the
highest prionty Speces 1o increase of add at the mound
One asterisk means these are worth increasing of adding
bl of a lower rank

Existing mound speces noted focally by Lewas and
Clark: Canada milkvetcn®, Rocky Mountain beeplant®*
purple praine clover® *. rough plazing-star**, tenpetalec
mentzelia®*®, white sage, and wild four-o'clock

Candidate mound species noted focall Dy Lewns and
Clark! clammyweed**, huffaloberry* . curly-cup
gumweed®*, cut-leaf ironweed**, lemon scurf-pea*®
meadow anemong®, prairie wild rase* . and wild plum*®

However, i1 15 important to include additional Levwns
and Clark species that were most kikety part of the prairie at
the mound

Exiting mound specics noted eScwxereby Lewis and
Clark: big biuestemn, Canada wild rye, COmMmOon yarmow
foxtail barley, Junegrass™ . narrovw-leaved purple cone
fiower® *, rigid goldenrod®, showy partridge pea, snow-
on-the-mountam®, Virginia wild rye®, ang white pramrie
clover®*

Candicate species alio noted elscwhiore by Lowss and

Clark: aromatic aster®*, buffalo bean®*. choke chormy®

tiealn camis®

cwarf sagedrush® chwart wild indiga®, false
indiga®_fringed sage®, inon bundleflower * | lance-leaved
sage®, Missourt milkvetoh® * necdic-and-thread grass®.
plains corcopsis®, praine Diazing:star®*. praine turmip**
silky wormwooc® starlel globe-mallow* *, skunkbush
SUmEre * *, western snowberny * . wald affatta ® *, wald liconce
white mulkwort®* and yucca®*

Lewas and Clark species cach tell & story of ther own
and fit in vl with this historic ste. but there 1S alsoan
abundance of other plants that belong at the mound

increating e diveruty at e mound can DEe aCcom
plished by using a vanety of management options at differ-
ing Bimes and fo a diffenng extent, in a vanely of locations at
the mound  Appiying fire. mowing or paying, and grazing
are options, and some chemical treatments are needed for
wora managc'r'm:'m

Adding species requires obtalning seed thraugh col
lection or purchase, finding or Creating openings, sawing
the seeds in suitable locations, and in Most Cases. mowindg
arintervals o keep any seediings from getting shaded. Seeds
for some strategic locations along the trail could be grown
and transpiantes

We hope that G‘.‘E?-SEE{IIﬁ{j the existing veqgetation will
increase the diversity of the plants at the mound. This will
enhance the experience of visitors, and it will aiso increase
the drversity of the insects and ather wildlife at the mound,
resuitng in a healthicr ccasystem

On your next visit. you might notice some new wild-
flowers and new signs that will help tell their storyl And
don't be afraid to wander off the mam trail to make further
investigatons!

Letmore
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Not the Highest Point

By Rk
Publications.often report the error that Spint Mouwnd 2
the highest point in Clay County: The maund § summitl has
ary elevation of aboot 1,305 feet US. Geological Survey
topographic maps show that elevations graduaily increase
1o the marthwest of the mound alorng & tand form called
Turkey Ridge. The Basm Electtic poaking station in the hilly
twio-miles away Is 1,380 feet ligh and the highest point in
Clay County is located ane and a half miles southwest of
frere at 1,500 feet above sea icvel

Irrespective of its absalute height, the mound has al
wetys been notabe for bemg a lone praifie prommence
separated from other hills It may have eroded some due to
l'.]l'n:-lllr'll:] S Lewns and Clark and now the wear and tear
of visitors teet may be accelerating the effect

Request for Stories & Photos

Every now and then we reteive an oemail with a wonedéesful
personal story refating 1o Soint Mound  Some are about family
autings:animals or plants seen of an unexpecied nteraction
with anothel person. We've pven heard of ittle spont sightings
ancl a night ride of e Ko Klux Klan We would ke 1o as
semble o callectreon of rrue tales of the mound 1o run m future
newsleners and add 1o a collection made avallatile on our web
sl Please send us yaur stary We wiould love to share it wath
Gthers who treasure the mound and our iocal huf.an_-,-

Likewise, wie are Imving 1o collect old phatos of the mound
to help document changes since the and was homesteaded. I
you Fave old photos that we could cony. of Bave an idea about
whia may, please lorus know

MNoSLares oF photos wolld Be used without aporopriate
t‘iwfcdgﬁmﬁffﬂnu the permission of their donors. The
trust can e r.nr'lreu:t:zn at P Box 603, Vermilhon SD 57069 o
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SOUTH DAKOTA

Support the Mound

Please.use the enclosed envelope and green form o
Fenew yaur membersshizm the Spirit Mound Trust. Mems-
bership is $ 10 per year, additional donations are welcgme
and allare tax deductible. Your support belps to develon
& better, more diverse historic prame and fund cther pro-
gretm a3 T iNteresting pace to visi

e, afewofthe | " x 2" enamel Spirit Mound pins are
still ayailable for §5 and the Ron Backer print Lewss & Clark
an Spirt Meundfor 5100, both post paid
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OUR WEBSITE AND
MANAGEMENT BY
GLOBAL INSTRUMENT
SYSTEMS (GIS)

By Jim Heisnger
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In addition to being the webmaster Tim is also
using Gﬁmmbﬁﬂimmwﬂﬂm

Fie Spirit Mound Trust
Board of Directors W!‘_»r‘-{_"b WO - &
Happy Holiday and New Year




