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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The hills constituting Turkey Ridge which include Spirit Mound were
originally carved by streams which flowed through the region before ice
covered it. The ice sheets overrode them, rounding off the sharper corners
and extending their elongated shapes. This action is well shown on Spirit
Mound at the southern end of Turkey Ridge.

The historical appearance of Spirit Mound is best described through
the eyes of Lewis and Clark:

This Mound is situated on an elevated plain in a level and
extensive prairie. . . , the base of the Mound is a regular
parallelogram, the long-side of which is about 300 yards in
length, the shorter, 60 or 70 yards, From the longer side of
the base it uses from the North and South with a steep assent
to the height of 65 or 70 feet, leaving a level plain on the
top of 12 feet in width and 90 in length. The North and South
part of this Mound is joined by two regular rises, each in
oval forms of half its height, forming three regular rises
from the plain. The assent of each elevated part is as suden
as the principal Mound at the narrower side of its Base.

From the top of this Mound we beheld a most beautiful
landscape; Numerous herds of buffalow were seen feeding in
various direction; the Plain to the North N.W. and N.E.
extends without interruption as far as can be seen.

Of course the view has been altered considerably due to vanished
wildlife, tree belts, power lines, etc.; but if preserved in its present
state, Spirit Mound would appear much as Lewis and Clark left it.

Natural erosion, a cattle lot, and the location of a pit silo on the
west side have been the only factors a]tering Spirit Mound's appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

its spiritual background:

the hill.

spirit legend Clark speculated:

cribe it.

In August of 1804, the Lewis and Clark party camped on the Missouri's
south bank near the mouth of White Stone Creek. Clark reported that
across the river to the north they could see a conical hill and he related

In a northerley derection from the Mouth of this Creek in
an emence Plain a high Hill is situated, and appears of a Conic
form, and by the different nations of Indians in this quarter
is Suppose to be the residence of Deavels. That they are in
human form with remarkable large heads, and about 18 Inches
high, that they are very watchful and are am'd with Sharp
arrows with which they Can Kill at a great distance; they are
Said to kill all persons who are So hardy as to attempt to
approach the hill; they State that tradition informs them that
many Indians have Suffered by these little people, and among
others three MAHAR Men fell a sacrefise to their murceless fury
not many Years Sence. So Much do the Maha [Omaha], Soues [Sioux],
Ottoes [Otoes] and other neighboring nations believe this fable,
that no Consideration is Suffecient to induce them to approach

(DeVoto, 22)

The following morning, Saturday, August 25, Clark, Captain Lewis,
and several of their men walked the nine miles to Spirit Mound. They dis-
covered its inhabitants to be a great number of birds and insects driven
to the hill's lee side by the prairie winds. Climbing the summit they
surveyed the surrounding country and returned to the river. As to the

One evidence which the Inds give for believeing this place
to be the residence of some unusial Spirits is that they fre-
quently discover a large assemblage of Birds about this Mound
is in my opinion a Sufficent proof to produce in the Savage
Mind a Confident belief of all the properties which they as-

(DeVoto, 24)

No archeologic discoveries have been made on Spirit Mound. Its sig-
nificance lies in the hill's association with Lewis and Clark. The many




Thwaites, R. G. (ed.) ORIGINAL JOURNALS OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION,
1804-1806, New York.

DeVote, Bernard. THE JOURNALS OF LEWIS AND CLARK. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1953. 5

TOUR GUIDE, RURAL CLAY COUNTY. South Dakota, 1971.

ANTIQUARIAN PRESS. 1959, I, 121-123.

AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN. September, 1891. 289.

REGISTER OF HISTORIC SITES IN CLAY COUNTY. South Dakota, 1972.

LATITUDE AND L GITUDE C DINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THe CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

/4/(967/30
q797qob

CF

)L//Cé'” 30
H48200
SW/
1%/4(763?0

47y 3130

R _ _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES __ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw |42 ° 52 51 " | 96° 57 48" i : ) ° ' "

NE L8272 63, 5212 B = 1 86° 57- 12z
se " H42 S §2 213 = 1 96% B/t o2 "

NW
/bbb 330
74 9390

sw 142 ¢ 52+ 13 - 9fto G754 R ,5“TT77“\
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 240 acres -
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR, COUNTY [@clul@amss
STATE: CODE | COUNTY ) il CoDE m
QGT 3 {4 10 L
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: Al V374 coDE
- “r/% r{[,, —
\F= S (VY : =
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: K/\ “\U,,’,S"}r}[ A CODE
‘(// N pal i £ - m
7R
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: N /a1 \’ \Zy CODE -
A
c
NAME AND TITLE:
(@]
LToyd R. Moses
ORGANIZATION DATE |
Clay County Historical Society 12/2/72 =
STREET AND NUMBER: (@]
116 N. Harvard 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDpE o

Vermillion

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

: i h i ty is i ded in th
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been g y ;
~ evaluated according to)the c-iteria and procedures set WQ{_ ‘ LL&} le
forth by the A‘N'é'tional ark Service. The recommended 3

level of s,'yg/nificanc of thig/nomination is:

S ; O Local [] /|
1 L e U/

ATTEST:

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National

Name \

L
JamééiEu‘Gi Tihan, State
ritle Historic Preservation Officer

—sKeeper of The National Regi

Date /ﬂ‘/074/ Date /c lij

GPO 931-894




Form 10-300a

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
July 1969)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

South Dakota

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Clay

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Continuation Sheet) :.

&1 (1]

NTRY NUMBER | DATE
Sies |

(Number all entries)

Significance--Page 2

dams along the river have innundated the majority of their campsites and
Spirit Mound is one of the few remaining physical features
eﬂ;hg explorers visited

(_z,‘/ f

council sites.
on the Upper Missouri readil

y identifiable as a plac
and recorded.

8
/H N\
o7
~

{

©;
s
A

\
(@
\

R

0CT 3¢
NATfON/P{ ;

\iezsrgp
B <
e gy

]

GPO 921.724



PROPERTY Pocend

stare, f, D).

TECH REVIEW

j WORKING NUMBER__/O- 36.74. / L 9.

PHOTOS /

AU

<y

&

780225 1

CONTROL REVIEW

@ 1.8

09
i

HISTORTIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

. LEBovic
| i-1)-74
ARCHEOLOGIST chgf L |
a0 - SHS
LT 1)

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

Z@k%
7

[

BRANCH CHIEF
KEEPER
1): )3} 74
National Register Write-up 2-15 Send-back e
Federal Register entry €-15 Re-submit
s 9
Entered WOV 15 174







Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

South Dakota

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°°€]T;y
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) e NUMB&SV T3 @%‘gs
74
=] common:  Spirit Mound
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
-
U STREET AND NUMBER: \ -~
Section 14--Spirit Mound Township 0CT 30 1974 ‘
= CITY OR TOWN: ‘A;\ T\Or\\\‘p‘/
L B W\ NA \STER
- STATE: CcoDE |COUNTY: \\\ R CODE
n South Dakota & | 027
=z
- PHOTO CREDIT: John Der‘b_y
DATE OF PHOTO: Summer, ]972
[ 1] INEGATIVE FILED AT:
w Historical P ion Cen
v
Spirit Mound from the West.

ﬁ{ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973—-729-152/1446 I -1



-
%

2. UNITED STATES VERMILLION QUADRANGLE o5
‘¢ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | SOUTH DAKOTA —NEBRASKA O
= GEOLOGICAL SURVEY | 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) °¥

97*00! ' B oS RtE e i %8 (U CITY) 2920 000 FEET| 672 ‘ 73 96°52'30"

7 42°52'30"

42°52'30" T

SW & SE
42° 52' 13"

4748000m.N_

N\ 8r /148

SPIRIT MOUND

Latitude

NW 42° 52' 51" ; ‘

NE 42° 52' 51" - ) ¢ : ] .t - SR S
SE 42% 52 13" ) y ' : | ,

SW 42° 52' 13"

Longi tude ou1|

QNN #747

NW 96° 57' 48"
NE 96° 57' 12" >
SE 96° 57' 12" &Cs37Y 210 000
SW 96° 57' 48" [ FeeT
1
Gravel Pit: :
a4 Z
1200\
) <4746

il

//o

{445

BR /143

e ORI

&) FOSE R S G | Wyt

50’

44

ee" BR 1152

NATIONAL /=7 8|

5 /A
REG\STEr'\/\/ T.93N L
AN
< T.92N 1T 92 N.
) o
5 . P Q
42 =
o X %"’
© O L= >
8y Jg
~
!5 _______________ S%
i ©
; m(c
W
{ >
33 )
83
2
3
XJ
ZX
Sar
=}

N\ 0
e

___________ % 4 D | Q
. \ \ . 227
; ~ [ g 0

|

|
O
0

|
Ik
|

_________ FECEETN BRI .
4740 | \

|
I O ___2 N
| | & ¥
| | k) </< (=
: 40

47'30" 47'30"
739
BM
1152
Loy ~
N~
Wy
~
s =3
b4
i = — 3 # & ue
. N~ 2=
» Q\J’ : VR4 Ct S'\
‘73—‘1 j\.f/\ S 57 @‘{B (:‘?0({ |9243 i (] i 2
180000 ) B = W :
FEET i / @
I = ' W
| e ) Q zj 47
I o | \/, 38
: _ﬁQJ__; ____? /%___ ‘é
|
I % o ﬁ : i
| o0, =
: | Nk :
l CF____ = l_ _u\\
o b N TN AT ) o SO\ R > | e\ | O D e 1 21
\;\*\\\k X g : sas I
N < - ) o Xt } ’ , ] I
. | ; / & = \ / [ 1740 I I s
| o \ J NS 7e8 | I Mw o
} / = = L o ~
i / | 2 I i <
| HAROLD DAVIDSON 0 o 2
\ J -+ FIELD T~ — i
4 andpit ~
/ g Rl \ \E
______ VA P N // T
/ = )
(% it S_\ewa e
= B8M U Disposals,
§L.‘2‘"=5 &
K Cﬁb
I/\,_
|

e |
7743 & 4o I |
. S |

| ® INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON. D. C.—1971

42°45'

l'665 2900000 FEET (MASKELL)| 669 55 pa i R W 96°52/30"
6669 /11l NW i %5 . .
@‘}6 Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey : SCALE 1:24000 ROAD CLASSIFICATION >
. 1 0 1 MILE > ) . .

oe%\\ as part of the Department of _the In.ter!or prOgrat * ; N s = e Primary highway, all weather,  Light-duty road, all weather, 000?0_7
G for the development of the Missouri River Basin MN : 1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET hard surface.. .. . —— improved surface. P
¥ GN| ¢ Em=m=m = _ p 1%

Control by USGS and USC&GS 1 5 0 1 KILOMETER Secondary highway, all weather, Unimproved road, fair or dry

: : . hard surface........ T S —
9 e ——

Topography by photogrammet'nc r;;hods from aerial 120 ||Fieoms CONTOUR INTERVAL 5 FEET

photographs taken 1967. Field cked 1969 25 MILS | DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL O State Route

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum SOUTH DAK(;TA

10,000-foot grid based on South Dakota coordinate system, south zone

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, A —

zone 14, shown in blue DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET QUADRANGLE LOCATION VERMILLION, 8. DAK.—-NEBR.

Red tint indicates area in which only landmark buildings are shown THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS N4245—W9652.5/7.5

: : - . ) FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
;;:Zr;eﬁydvai‘:i':g (')':Zse'r?adl";aht:t::':;t:: fe?;?sai:;’o:ﬁradﬁ";:eiV:’j:‘:'heecked A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 1969
.

AMS 6669 IV SW—SERIES V873



2
r; G, 2
£53 LHEED BIALES HUB CITY QUADRANGLE N
Q,,;c;‘\ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SOUTH DAKOTA—_CLAY CO. 6«;}@9
ks GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) ©
g 664000m 6 1. 70 5 DAK. 4 57'30" (CENTERVILLE) [2920000 FEET g3} 96752508
43ooor - i . . e B : |1 ] ] ’ — . . /\ 430001
| | N N A |(‘,%’ 33
& | i i N/ J
1 L l /l‘ (
TosN | | J' g5\ T.95N.
. ' anyany Tiz58
T.94 N. :: T.94N.
4762000m i /‘/ .
-~ P \ |260 000
..... : \ (|FEET
‘ 4762
Al e N | s @ T T | a1 T NN\ e ZGCd) YR ) LA NG TR
N
a76]
4760
4759
4759
4758 ‘‘‘‘‘
57'30" %57’30”
4758
s : L
3 R
[+} 5
g 3
MR A T oo R U ,
4757 e ) E
N
lo
o
" Z
2
S
N
<+
4756 o
Q. e o
wZ L33 L == ] e W . R0 0 oS < @i e 2@'9‘%“"“ < =i
ZW | e 2z
~~ | ) ['TBN
0:‘ [T
s> | 49
©> | NS
¢ ©
oL ———— 4
i
Y 8 =)
oS- ——— = s 0 | et g fees e R A A G Y 25\ =t Kb ) 30 i e e
2l T =
arsg |
N) 30
_________ 467!
y 2§ 490
o 55’
_ |
s |
47 N TN R\ SAY A\ \ G . = E ‘
\\\\ i \w \ S U
N 4753
) = 3 2.0
T.94N.|\ | S /|7.94N. 1 ééé
T.93N [0\ " mies (1796’ ,6)0
|
______________________________________________________________ 4759 N /
Ea L
Y 47199 37 0
XC U\ |
\_ ; { - _F
¥ - N\’% \ 1209 ~/=~ I
N =5 ==-========+========4
SPIRIT MOUND NNNE -
Latitudle B U N L NSRS N O] e T eI )
N 42° 52' 51* BT AN /7ICS D ORIV 17 === | [T T ) T el
NE 42° 52' 51"
SE 42° 52' 13"
SW 42° 52' 13" 1224
220 000 RN D NSNS [ 28 1 — 17—/ N\ ) | ) sy K MTeae T N T [ ] 0 wosffal )2 /7~ qors———<L e 41146~ ¥N- 7 0 e —
FEET R
Longi tude 4750 .
NW 96° 57' 48" 3
NE 96° 57' 12" | \T-NCONGRINCTS5a a0 2 el ) (o SRR T e i
SE 96° 57' 12* | U@ @ mmin s+ (oo B ) s 7 13
SW 96° 57' 48" 15
W
W
[
©
NW & NE 42° 52 Wl
\
a749 __']*' _,_1% ‘ \\\\\ _______ {
: N 4 ) / % : » 4g000m..
42°52'30" } NV ; LN \\W \ , \ | : \ ] 18 . VoY), . , AN
97°00’ VERMILLION 7 M. 12900000 FEET 566 ¢ 57'30" !667 VERMILLION (S. DAK. 50) 6 M. (VERMILLION) ‘569 R.52W. R.51W 570[ 55’ VERMILLION 7 M. @ INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON‘i D.C—1971 ° '42 "52’30”
i ' ’ 6669 [V SW : 672000m | 96°52'30
\(i Mapped,fed};te% and publlshfed by the Geological Survey NW & SW|/96° 57*' 48" CNE& S ' 96° 57" SCALE:(}:ZA}QQO e ROAD CLASSIFICATION N
) . 2 ! ) . :
o :\e ?5 paftg t Ie epartn;ent 0 .the In'ter!or program * - s = F Secondary highway, all weather, Light-duty road, all weather, é:*&,
9 7 \‘,&b@e or the development of the Missouri River Basin B oo 6 1000 2000 300¢ 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET hard eurtace improved surface %/E’O
] \Qv\R '* *% ?ontrol b:: UbSGShatnd USC&G? . ) ) L s "0, 1 KILOMETER ijlzgrl;‘;;rroved road, fair or dry ®<<1'®<>
/ ) opography by photogrammetric methods from aeria b2 || S ——
‘J\ ECENEU \/,\ photographs taken 1967. Field checked 1969 Shwics |/ M CONTOUR INTERVAL 5 FEET
Gy \/\ DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL OState Route
= m 3 0 W4 ‘,;—6 Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum SOUTH DAKOTA
H{o! 10,000-foot grid based on South Dakota coordinate system, south zone
\' b NATIONAL ) 8 1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,
\~— RE / 14 sh in bl UTM GRID AND 1969 MAGNETIC NORTH
\\/9 GISTER ¥ oy zone 14, shown in blue DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET } ) 11 QUADRANGLE LOCATION HUB CITY, S. DAK.
2 Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS N4252.5—W9652.5/7.5
} I "‘ ’ZJ generally visible on aerial photographs_ This information is unchecked FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER' COLORADO 80225, OR WASH'NGTON, D. C. 20242
£ A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 1969

AMS 6669 IV NW—SERIES V873



INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

]
Form No. 10-301 UNI!I'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STAVE.

Rse, 772 ; NATIONAL PARK SERVICE South Dakota
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°”C"]*avy
PROPERTY MAP FORM o W USE DR
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) NBVRV NUMBER DATE

+
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

9 miles north, 1 mile west of Vermillion, SD on Hwy. 19

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: copE [COUNTY: cOoDE

South Dakota 046 Clay 027

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS - N l974
1. Property broundaries where required. \ ” /?AT[ONA' Y o
2. North arrow. \ S\ EG/STEIT LR 7
n \\ /

3. Latitude and longitude reference. >/
\ 7\}1"\’\”\'(1

% U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-148/4441 3-|




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE gogpmu pAXOTA
NOV 1 9 1974

Date Entered

Name Location
Spirit Mound (Paha Wakan) Spirit Mound Township
Clay County
Hon. Georqa Mcmm Also NOtlfiEd
Hon. James G. Abourezk State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Frank E. Denholn Dr. James E. Gillihan

Cultural Preservation Director
Department of Fducation and Cultural
Affairs
Office of Cultural Preservation
State Capitol
Pierre, South Dakota
Regional Director, Rocky Mountain
Region

MMott/dvw 12/11/74.



